8 / 22/91 


Add to What does the CIA really ho? State, NSC, too 
Dear Dave, 

In the referenced nemo I pointed out that these and possibly other agencies should 
have anticipated the possibility of a coup against Gorby, meaning, really, a coup against 
the democratic changes he was trying to bring about. I was incredulous when at th* outset 
it was apparent that Du3h and others were so caught by surprised, so unprepared for proper 
reaction and comment. I am certain I noted that there was an abundance of indications that 
there could be a coup attempt. I believe I also said that there are analysts in the various 
agencies w^o in the past did and in the present should have at hand or available the w-ind 
of information that relates to the possibility of any change in governments. 

In today's Post, enclosed, 5 underscored the fact that Yakovlov had foecast the 
coming of a coup. As I now think about this I believe it was a week ago or only a couple 
of days before it happened. 

I think also that when Schevardnaze resigned as foreign minister he also forecast the 
possibility of a coup. Without doubt there were many others who said this in one way of 
anothdr. 

intelligence analysts do keep track, and should, of such statements and prediction. 

What I here intend saying is that the gross intelligence failure was even greater than 
in writing in haste I'd indicated. 



